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D What can we do now to make the relationship between Australia and Japan even better in

the future?
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D Do you have any advice for achieving success?
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D As a mother, do you favor sending your children to study abroad? Why or why not?
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What is the most surprising or valuable thing that you have experienced until now?
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First of all, thank you, Your Excellency, for coming to visit our school
from Australia. All of the students here are very glad to meet you. 14
students from our school went abroad to Adelaide. All of us had very
good experiences and brought back memories and learned a lot of
things. One experience while we were there that we can’t have in
Japan is that we got to have conversations with people from many
countries around the world in English. Another experience that many
students had was being surrounded by an abundance of nature. We
get to spend our three months in a beautiful environment, and we will

all cherish that. People in Australia were very open and helpful. Even

though we were not able to speak English fluently, teachers and

students seemed to be happy to help us, and we were very satisfied about it. With our homestay families, we were able
to enjoy everyday Australian culture; this is how I noticed something very interesting. Although I am not so interested
in sports myself, while in Adelaide, I saw my host father watching AFL games on TV every weekend. It reminded me of
my own father at home, watching sports games on TV. My homestay father watching AFL games on TV felt familiar to
me. It felt like home. Sports have that ability to bring people together. I wondered if my own father was watching soccer
on TV as my host father watched an AFL game. In that moment, Japan seemed so close to Australia, and I learned that
similarities between cultures are so much more profound than the differences. What I learned in Adelaide that can be
used in the future is to understand other countries’ cultures. Living in Japan, we don't have time to touch on cultures
outside our island. To have connections with people around the world, to work worldwide, and to help people or
innovate the world. I hope by understanding cultures around the world now, we can in some way provide strength to

our global society in the future.
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